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arrangement is simple and consistent. There is also an 
appendix containing eighty-eight forms. The book should 
be of service to that busy class of commercial lawyers who 
are invariably called upon to decide the most difficult points 
of practice at a moment's notice. 

W. H. L. 



Synopsis of the Law of Crimes and Punishments. By 
John B. Minor, LL.D., Professor of Common and Statute 
Law in the University of Virginia. Richmond : Printed 
for the Author. 1894. 

The object of this book, as stated in the preface, is to 
prepare the student " to enter upon the practice of the law in 
the criminal courts." Perhaps this is rather a large claim to 
be made for any single volume, particularly one of only three 
hundred odd pages. 

But if, as he is advised to do, the student uses it only in 
connection with a careful reading of the standard text-writers 
and of the leading cases ; if, in short, he regards it simply as 
an outline to be filled in, he will doubtless find it a very useful 
adjunct to his studies — a guiding thread through the laby- 
rinths of the more voluminous treatises. 

The seven chapters treat, respectively, of: the general 
nature of crimes and punishments ; persons capable of com- 
mitting crimes and amenable to punishment ; the several 
degrees of guilt ; the several crimes, with their respective 
punishments ; certain general principles touching crimes and 
punishments ; the means of preventing offences ; and the 
method of punishing offences. 

The idea of a synopsis is followed throughout ; and, though 
the system of divisions and sub-divisions is a trifle confusing, 
the book is, upon the whole, to be commended, not only for 
clearness and condensation, but for careful and scientific 
arrangement. The time-honored and indispensable definitions 
are set forth, with frequent citations to the fountain-heads of 
the law ; but the illustrative cases are fewer than might be 
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desired, and are found, almost without exception, in British or 
Virginian Reports. 

And although, as a practical working tool for students in 
that State, its utility is thereby enhanced, the general interest 
of the book is limited by the fact that, from first to last, it 
deals primarily, and often exclusively, with Virginia law. 

S. D. M. 



American Probate Law and Practice. A Complete and 
Practical Treatise, Expository of Probate Law as it Stands 
To-day, Including a Discussion of the General Principles 
Governing the Execution and Proof of Wills, &c. Applica- 
ble to all the States. By Frank S. Rice, Counsellor-at- 
Law, Albany, N. Y. Albany, N. Y, : Matthew Bender, 
Law Publisher, 51 1-5 13 Broadway. 1894. 

This is the first attempt to unite in one homogeneous work 
the principles that underlie the varying practice in matters of 
probate in the several states of the Union, and while necessarily 
subject to all the drawbacks which attend a pioneer excursion 
into an unknown region, without the marks of former explorers 
as a guide, the author has been very fortunate in his accomplish- 
ment of the task he has set himself. The arrangement of the 
work, and the development of the subject, while not precisely 
scientific, are probably as nearly so as one has a right to 
expect from the subject-matter. 

The author's statements of the law are sometimes too vague, 
rather than stated in the clear, unmistakable manner that 
becomes the author of a text-book. When the cases on a 
subject are conflicting, it is the duty the writer to state what 
the courts should have decided. What they did decide can 
be learned from the digests of cases; and without a definite 
opinion to which to pin our faith, we are left to flounder hope- 
lessly. And even when the decisions are plain enough, the 
same fault appears. In speaking of the status of an adopted 
child in regard to extra-territorial inheritance (p. 553), a mere 
reference is made to the case of Ross v. Ross, 129 Mass. 243, 



